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CURRICULUM VITAE   

Name: TIILIKAINEN, Teija Helena   

  

  

Education and degrees awarded  

Docent in Political Science (Associate Professor), University of Helsinki, 2002  

Doctor in Political Science, Åbo Academy University, 1997 (dissertation on the history of political 

ideas, Europe and Finland. Defining the Political Identity of Finland in Western Europe, Ashgate, 

London, 1998)  

Licentiate in Political Science, Åbo Academy University, 1991   

Master in Political Science, Åbo Academy University, 1989  

  

Current position  

Director of the European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats, Helsinki,  

7.10.2019–7.10.2024  

Docent (Associate Professor), University of Helsinki  

Part-time Professor, School of Transnational Governance, European University Institute, 2018– 

present  

  

Previous work experience  

Director of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, 1.1.2010–6.10.2019  

Director, Network for European Studies, University of Helsinki, 15.4.2003–31.12.2009 (leave of 

absence 28.5.2007–31.12.2008)  

State Secretary, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 28.5.2007–31.12. 2008  

Director of Research, Centre for European Studies, University of Helsinki, 1.1.2001–14.4.2003   

Researcher, Coordinator of Programme on European Policy-Making, University of Helsinki, 

1.1.1999–31.12.2000     

Acting Professor in International Relations, University of Helsinki, 1.9.1998–31.12.1998  

Researcher, Coordinator of Programme on European Policy-Making, University of Helsinki: Dept 

of Political Science, 1.3.1998–31.8.1998    

Researcher, National Defence College: Dept of Strategic Studies, 1.10.1996–28.2.1998  

Acting Departmental Assistant, Åbo Academy University: Dept of Political Science, 1996    

  

Research funding, leadership and supervision  

Project director, several Council of State-funded projects, 2010–2018  

Project director, European Security Market – research project (Tekes), 2011–2012  

Project director, Norden research project (Finnish Foreign Ministry), 2010–2011  

Project director, the EU as An International Actor – research project, Academy of Finland, 2007– 

2010  

Project director, the EU’s Impact on the Finnish Political System and Administration – research 

project, Emil Aaltonen Foundation, 2004–2007  

Project director, Ten Years of ASEM: Achievements and Possibilities, the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of Finland, 2005–2006  



2  

  

Project director, Organising for Enlargement – research project, the European Commission, V 

Framework Programme, 2001–2004  

  

 

Other recent academic positions  

Vice-chair of the Board of the Norwegian Institute for International Affairs (NUPI), 2022-present 

Vice-chair of the Board of the University of Helsinki, 2018–2021  

Chief editor of Ulkopolitiikka (the leading Finnish foreign policy journal), 2010–2019  

Board Member of the Finnish Cultural Foundation, 2012–present  

Vice-chair of the Foundation for the Finnish Institute in the Middle East, 2010–2015  

Vice-chair of the Åbo Akademi University senate, 2010–2014   

Vice-chair of the Board of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, 2007–2010  

Board Member of the Swedish Institute of International Affairs: Special Programme on Foreign 

and Security Political Research, 2000–2016  

Academic evaluation duties (e.g. Center for European Studies, University of Lund 2012; Finnish  

Defence College; Dept of Strategic Studies 2013); referee for academic journals (e.g. Cooperation 

& Conflict; Scandinavian Political Studies)  

  

Societal impact of research  

Member of an Eminent Panel appointed in the context of the Organisation of Security and  

Cooperation in Europe with the purpose of giving advice on how to reconsolidate European 

Security, 2015–2016  

Member of a Group of Persons nominated by the European Commission to prepare a funding 

instrument for defence-related research in the context of the EU, 2015–16  

Member of a group appointed by the Finnish Foreign Ministry to assess the implications of  

Finnish NATO membership, 2016   

Member of the Constitutional Committee appointed by the Finnish Government, 2008–2010  

Member of the Constitutional Committee appointed by the Ministry of Justice, 2007–2008  

Special representative of the Prime Minister in the Convention on the Future of Europe, 

1.2.2002– 15.7.2003   

  

Positions of trust in society and other societal merits  

Vice-chair of the committee appointed by the Finnish government for developing the autonomy 

of the Åland Islands, 2013–2017  

Vice-chair of the committee appointed by the Ministry of Justice for developing the autonomy 

of the Åland Islands, 2011–2012  

Substitute at the High Court of Impeachment, 2011–2018  

  

Major awards  

The Annual Award of the Swedish-Finnish Cultural Foundation, 2001  

The Annual J. V. Snellman Award of the University of Helsinki, 2002  

Social Scientist of the Year 2002, Award from the Finnish Social Scientist Association  

The Tanner Award, 2005   
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Cross of Liberty, Finland, 2018  

Medaille für Verdienste um Frieden und Verständigung, Aue-Stiftung, 2020  

  

Major courses  

National Defence Course 144, 1997  

  

Language skills  

Finnish (native)  

Swedish (fluent; language of all academic degrees)  

English (fluent; working language)  

French, German, Spanish (good)   
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